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On Thursday Oct 11 at approximately 10:30 am, a fully recovered juvenile bald 
eagle was released back into Burn Bog Ecological Conservancy Area where it came 
from.  The eagle which had been at OWL rehab for the last two months was now 
approximately 4 months old.  Timing was perfect as other eagles were returning to the 
area from the Pink Salmon run migration.  It was a perfect release; the juvenile flew up 
and circled once and then flew away into the Bog.  A release can be very a very 
dangerous time for a bird as they are often stressed and could potentially get injured 
again.  Luckily the only injury was to my thumb which was bitten three times through my 
leather gloves.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
              Recovered Juvenile bald eagle released Oct 11, 2007 Photo by Marcel LaBreche 
 
It started back in April 2007 when we started monitoring a new bald eagle nest 

that was located in the 2005 Burns Bog ECA burn zone.  During our monitoring of the 
nest in June, two eaglets were identified in the nest.  Unfortunately during a patrol on 
July 28, it was observed that 
the nest had fallen.   We 
suspect that the burnt tree 
(which was a dead hemlock 
approx 15m in height) was 
unable to support the weight 
of the nest.  The older of the 
two nestlings had fledged 
successfully, but we noticed 
that the younger, smaller one 
was still on the ground.  At 
that time the bird appeared 
alert and we choose to leave 
it in case the parents were 
still around.   

    
      Juveniles spotted in nest July 7 2007 Photo by Marcel LaBreche 
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On Aug 4, we returned to the fallen nest site again to re-assess the situation.  As 
the parents were not observed in the area for the past week, we decided to do a physical 
assessment of the bird (Roy Teo, who worked at the Bog this year, has experience 
working with many birds through his rehab work with Wildlife Rescue and bird studies 
and banding with Canadian Wildlife Service).  It was determined that the bird was 
emaciated (starving) 
indicating the bird had 
probably been abandoned.  
We made the decision to 
carry the bird out (a 1.6 km 
hike) and bring it to OWL.  
OWL is a wildlife rehab 
center located in Delta that 
specializes in Raptors.  Rob 
from OWL agreed with our 
assessment and indicated that 
the bird was in poor 
condition and starving, 
possibly "a day or two from 
dying".  The bird was left in 
OWL’s care at their facility.   
     Roy assessing abandoned eagle Aug 4 2007  

Photo by Marcel LaBreche 
 

Rehab at Owl included hacking where they use a surrogate mother to feed the 
eaglet until its gets stronger.  Then the eaglet was put in a flight cage to strengthen its 
muscles and learn how to fly.  The final stage includes banding the bird.  This will help 
researchers understand the range of this bird during migration season and track any eagle 
problems such as poaching, power line electrocution, and poisoning or West Nile virus.  
The staff at OWL was very professional and kept us up to date with our eagle’s condition 
throughout its recovery. 
 

On the day of the release we 
met at OWL.  Elka, who works with 
the eagles at OWL, brought us into 
the flight cage to catch our bird.  
There were two adults and five 
juveniles in the cage.  Eagles were 
flying past us back and forth, 
sometimes inches from our heads.  
We were told to stay out of the flight 
path and I had no problem obeying 
those rules.  After catching three 
juveniles, we finally found the one 
with the band which matched our 
numbers.  Bev, the owner, told us 
that this year they have seen a lot 
more juveniles than other years.    

Talons Oct 11, 2007 Photo by Marcel LaBreche 
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You get a good feeling 

knowing that we made a 
difference and gave this eaglet a 
second chance.  Burns Bog 
Ecological Conservancy Area is a 
large 2,200 ha protected area and 
should provide sufficient habitat.  
Our bald eagle was four months 
old and it will take approximately 
4-6 years before it is fully mature 
with the well know white head 
and tail adult plumage.  I would 
like to thank all the people that 
helped with this wildlife 
response, especially Roy Teo, 
Kevin Shantz and the wildlife 
rehab staff at OWL. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Abandoned eagle rescue Aug 4 2007 Photo by Roy Teo 
 
 


