
1 Develop with Care (see over) 
has detailed references on 

this research.  

B IRDS ,  EGGS AND NEST TREES ARE PROTECTED BY LAW  

It is an offence to possess, take, injure, molest, or destroy a bird or its eggs, or the nests of birds when occupied by a bird or 
egg. The nests and eggs of herons are protected year-round, whether or not the nest is currently active (B.C. Wildlife Act, 
Section 34). Herons and their active nests are also protected under the federal Migratory Birds Convention Act. If you wish to 

remove or modify heron nest trees, you must seek permission and obtain a written permit from the Ministry of 

Environment’s Permit & Authorization Service Bureau (www.env.gov.bc.ca/pasb/applications/) AND you should check 

with Environment Canada (www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/enforce/index_e.cfm) to see if a federal permit is required under the 

Migratory Birds Convention Act regulations.  
 

Two sub-species of Great Blue Heron are 

found in B.C.: Ardea herodias fannini in 

coastal areas and Ardea herodias  

herodias in the southern interior  

Photo: Ed Robertson (www.edsnature.com) 
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Environmental  Guidelines for Urban and Rural  Land Development in Brit ish Columbia  

 
Are you planning any development on your property? If your property includes, or is near 
to, nest trees or feeding grounds of Great Blue Herons, this fact sheet will provide you 
with important information about complying with the law, protecting these birds and 
enhancing enjoyment of your property.  

Great Blue Herons are found throughout coastal British Columbia and in the southern interior. They are 

a Blue-listed species, considered vulnerable because human activities, especially urban and rural 

development, are resulting in the loss of suitable nesting areas and disturbance to birds during their 

breeding season. The presence of people, even as far away as 250 metres, may cause herons to abandon 

their nests. You can help these magnificent birds by careful planning of any developments and activities 

near heron habitats. The good news is that protecting the natural environment on your property during 

subdivision and land development benefits you as well as the birds. 

BENEFITS OF PROTECTING HERON HABITAT
1
 

X Increased property values. Properties with trees and greenspace 

are worth significantly more than those without.  

X Enjoyment! People living near these large birds often derive many 

hours of pleasure watching them.  

X Compliance with government regulations. Federal, provincial and 

local governments have laws in place to protect the natural 

environment and wildlife. Careful design and construction can help 

you to avoid the liability of environmental damage.  

See over for ways to protect herons and nest trees during land development.  
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HERONS AND HERONRIES  

Ê Great Blue Herons may nest individually, or in heronries (colonies) with tens or 
sometimes hundreds of birds. They typically return to the same nesting areas 
year after year.  

Ê Herons lay 2ï5 eggs, usually between February and April, which hatch in about 
30 days. The parents share the duties of incubating the eggs and feeding the 
young. At two months old the young are able to fly and seek food.  

Ê A heronôs diet consists mainly of small fish, but they will also eat shellfish, insects, 
rodents, amphibians (mostly frogs), reptiles, and small birds. 

Ê Herons may live to be 17 or more years old. 
 

Green Herons (left) and 

Black-crowned Night 

Herons are also found in 

B.C., and protected under 

the B.C. Wildlife Act. 

Photo: Ed Robertson  

(www.edsnature.com) 

DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES  

More detailed guidelines for protecting herons and other environmental values during land 

development are provided in Develop with Care: Environmental Guidelines for Urban and Rural Land 

Development in British Columbia, prepared by the B.C. Ministry of Environment. For more information 

see www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/BMP/bmpintro.html.  

X Identify and mark out a buffer area 

around the heronry where there will be no 

activities (not even recreational trails). 

Naturally vegetated buffers shield the nests 

and young from human disturbance and 

predation by Bald Eagles, crows, and 

ravens. The Ministry of Environment 

recommends a buffer of at least 300 m in 

undeveloped areas, 200 m in rural areas, 

and 60 m in urbanized areas. An additional 

200 metre ôno disturbanceõ buffer is 

recommended during the nesting season, 

especially for colonies not previously 

accustomed to people and their activities. 

X Design and locate your development to 

avoid disturbing heronries and feeding 

areas. Talk to your local government 

about ways to concentrate development in 

areas with lower environmental valuesñ

for example through density bonusing or 

clustering development. 

X Time construction carefully. Avoid any 

form of disturbance between January 15 

and September 15 when herons are 

nesting. ôMolestation of wildlifeõ is an 

offence under the Wildlife Act, and even 

walking near the nest or loud noises from 

lawnmowers and leaf blowers may be 

considered ômolestationõ if this causes the 

birds to abandon active nests. Early in the 

season (January to June) nesting herons are 

particularly susceptible to people and noise 

and may abandon their nests and young. 

X Protect feeding and perching areas. 

Avoid draining or filling wetlands or 

coastal marshes, and maintain shoreline 

habitats in a natural condition. Protect 

communal roosting (perching) sites such as 

jetties, log booms and coniferous trees. 

X Check with your local government to 

see if they have a Development Permit 

Area (DPA) or other bylaw that protects 

nest trees and buffer zones in your area.  

 

 

 

 

Heronry with young. Photo: Ross Vennesland 

For other fact sheets in this series see Appendix F: Fact Sheets at 
www.env.gov.bc.ca/wld/documents/bmp/devwithcare2006/develop_with_care_intro.html  
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